
REGULAR MEETING OF 

BELMONT REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Tuesday, August 11, 2009 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, ONE TWIN PINES LANE 
  

  
CALL TO ORDER 8:00 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 
Directors Present: Dickenson, Feierbach, Lieberman, Braunstein 

Directors Absent: Wozniak 

Staff Present: Executive Director Crist, Finance Director Fil, Community Development Director 

de Melo, Agency Attorney Zafferano, Human Resources Director Dino, Interim Public Works 

Director Borrmann, Special Counsel Ramirez, City Treasurer Violet, Agency Secretary Cook  

  

AGENDA AMENDMENTS 
City Clerk Cook noted that a member of the public requested the removal of Consent Item 4-B 

(Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications for the Emmett House Donor Site) for separate 

consideration. 

  

ITEM APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 
Minutes of Special Meeting of June 23, 2009 and Regular Meeting of July 14, 2009 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Director Dickenson, seconded by Director Lieberman, the Consent 

Agenda was unanimously approved, as amended, by a show of hands (4-0, Wozniak absent). 

  

ITEM REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR SEPARATE 

CONSIDERATION 

Resolution Approving Plans and Specifications, Authorizing Advertisement for Sealed 

Bids, Approving Award of Contract to the Lowest Responsible Bidder for an Amount not 

to Exceed $24,000, Approving a Construction Contingency not to Exceed $2,400 and 

Authorizing the Executive Director to Execute a Contract for the Site Furnishings, 

Irrigation and Planting of the Emmett Donor Site Landscape Project (Phase II) of the 

Emmett House Relocation Project, City Contract Number 478 
Interim Public Works Director Borrmann stated that a landscape plan has been proposed for the 

former Emmett House site on Ralston Avenue. She clarified that this is a temporary plan to make 

the site more aesthetically pleasing until future plans are made for the ultimate use of this 

property. She noted that the Parks and Recreation Commission, the Planning Commission, and 

the Economic Development Subcommittee have reviewed the plans. As a result of those reviews, 

the scope of work was reduced in order to lower the cost. 

  

Judy King, Parks and Recreation Commissioner, voiced her objection to the cost if this is only a 

temporary use of the site. It is problematic to plant trees as temporary landscaping. The location 

is not conducive to the use of the site as a plaza. She suggested a cover for the proposed benches 

for protection, and recommended that nearby businesses be asked to donate the benches. She 

expressed her support for the expenditure if it were a permanent plan. She requested that the site 

be referred to as Emmett Plaza. 

  



Director Feierbach noted that currently the site is barren and is unwelcoming for businesses. 

There are aspirations for its future use. She suggested setting an upper dollar limit as a budget, 

and requesting proposals to fit that budget. She does not wish for this site to become a parking 

lot. 

  

Director Dickenson recommended leasing the site to a landscaper and permit them to advertise 

on the site. He cannot support much development of this site. It is a difficult time for businesses 

and they are not likely to donate anything. 

  

Director Lieberman noted that this site is in a core location but is not an inviting place. He 

supports temporary landscaping. He expressed concern about how to judge proposals on the 

fixed budget option proposed by Director Feierbach. He supports the proposed resolution as a 

low-cost alternative. 

  

Chair Braunstein expressed support for improving the site, even if it is just a temporary measure. 

He noted this issue has been vetted by many. 

  

Director Dickenson stated that hardscape and trees are not temporary fixtures. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Director Dickenson made a motion, seconded by Director Feierbach, 

Resolution 502 Approving Plans and Specifications, Authorizing Advertisement for Sealed Bids, 

Approving Award of Contract to the Lowest Responsible Bidder and Authorizing the Executive 

Director to Execute a Contract for the Site Furnishings, Irrigation and Planting of the Emmett 

Donor Site Landscape Project (Phase II) of the Emmett House Relocation Project, City Contract 

Number 478, said resolution was unanimously approved as amended by a show of hands (4-0, 

Wozniak absent) to remove the hardscape and trees from the plans, and to include ground cover 

and shrubs.  

  

ADDITIONAL BUSINESS 

Informational Report on the Emmett House Project, City Contract Number 478 
Interim Public Works Director Borrmann described the rehabilitation project for the Emmett 

House. She noted that nine bids were received, the contract was awarded to the lowest bidder, 

and work is under way. She outlined the costs incurred to date, and those to be expended in the 

future. Recommended paint colors will soon be approved. She outlined the next steps in the 

project, which will also include frontage and sidewalk improvements. 

  

Director Feierbach noted that all the costs associated with this project have been paid using 

Redevelopment monies, and some has been spent on the original site on Ralston Avenue. 

  



Discussion and Direction Regarding Consideration of a Resolution Approving the 

Exclusive Negotiating Rights Agreement Between the Redevelopment Agency of   the City 

of Belmont and David D. Bohannon Organization and Bohannon Development Company 

(Shoreway Place Project) 
Finance Director Fil explained that staff has been working on redevelopment plans for the 

Shoreway Place site for several months, and has proposed a draft Exclusive Negotiating Rights 

agreement. He outlined the steps used to identify a master developer. He described the proposed 

plans for the site, as well as the feasibility study process. He stated that the goal is an owner 

participation disposition and development agreement (OPDDA). 

  

Scott Bohannon, Bohannon Development Company, stated that his company is excited to be 

selected as the master developer. He noted that Bohannon has been in the area for 70 years, and 

he is the third generation. Bohannon owns and operates several properties in the area. Future 

economic recovery will provide an incentive for future development of this site. He noted that a 

good working relationship has been developed with City staff.  

  

Director Dickenson expressed support for the selection of Bohannon as the master developer. He 

would like to expedite moving forward with development plans for this site. 

  

Director Lieberman thanked the Economic Development subcommittee for its efforts. He noted 

that not all projects have withstood the test of time. 

  

Director Feierbach thanked Bohannon Development Company for coming to Belmont. 

  

Mary Morrissey-Parden, Belmont Chamber of Commerce, stated that the Chamber has been 

following the proposed plans and supports the selection of Bohannon. She noted it is a family 

business. The Chamber wants to continue to be a partner in economic development. 

  

Directors concurred to move forward with the formal selection of Bohannon Development 

Company as the master developer for the Shoreway Place site. 

  

Resolution Authorizing the Belmont Redevelopment Agency Participation as a Plaintiff in 

the Proposed California Redevelopment Association Lawsuit Against the State of 

California Regarding the State Budget Balancing Taking of $ 2.3 Million in Local Belmont 

Property Tax 
Executive Director Crist stated that the California Redevelopment Association (CRA) is 

soliciting cities to join in its lawsuit against the State regarding the taking of local monies to 

balance the State budget. He noted that CRA has prevailed in similar previous lawsuits. He 

clarified that CRA is covering the costs of the suit. 

  

ACTION: On a motion by Director Dickenson, seconded by Director Feierbach, Resolution 503 

Authorizing the Belmont Redevelopment Agency Participation as a Plaintiff in the Proposed 

California Redevelopment Association Lawsuit Against the State of California Regarding the 

State Budget Balancing Taking of $ 2.3 Million in Local Belmont Property Tax was 

unanimously approved by a show of hands (4-0, Wozniak absent). 
  
  



ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 8:40 P.M. 

  

  

Meeting audio-recorded and videotaped   Terri Cook 

Audio Recording 733      Agency Secretary 
 


